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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BEIRUT 04915 240820Z 
ACTION SCS-06 


Message Text 


INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO CA-01 OC-06 CCO-OO /024 W 

093464 241226Z/44 

R 240700Z AUG 78 
FM AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9371 


UNCLAS BEIRUT 4915 


FOR SCA/SCS 


E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: CFED: SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION SERVICES 
SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR SERVICES FROM SSA 

1 . POST RECEIVING NUMEROUS TELEGRAPHIC "REQUEST FOR SERVICES" 

FROM SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION, DIVISION OF INTERNATIONAL 
OPERATIONS, BALTIMORE, MARYLAND, DESPITE FACT THAT EMBASSY BEIRUT 
ON "MINIMIZE" SINCE JULY 6, 1978. MAJORITY OF REQUESTS DEAL 
WITH LOCATING SERVICES WHICH POST UNABLE TO PERFORM AT PRESENT 
TIME DUE TO UNSETTLED CONDITIONS IN LEBANON. THE POSTAL SYSTEM 
IS EXTREMELY POOR AND TELEPHONES PRACTICALLY NON-EXISTENT IN MANY 
AREAS WHICH ARE THE TARGETS OF MANY OF SSA'S REQUESTS. FOR THE 
MAJORITY OF SSA'S REQUESTS, OUR ANSWERS HAVE BEEN NEGATIVE. 

THIS IS DUE PRIMARLY TO LACK OF ADEQUATE POSTAL AND TELEPHONE 
FACILITIES. 


2. REQUEST DEPARTMENT ADVISE SSA OF PROBLEMS POST FACES IN 
ITS EFFORTS TO COMPLY WITH SSA REQUESTS FOR SERVICES AND REQUEST 
THEY NOT SEND FOLLOW-UPS UNTIL AFTER LEBANON HAS HAD OPPORTUNITY 
TO RESTORE NORMAL COMMUNICATIONS. 

KINSOLVING 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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